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The Frioul Archipelagasland ecosystems facing both natural
elements and human occupation

1-Short description of the area

Name Frioul archipelago

Municipality Marseille

Département (county)  Bouchesdu-Rhéne

Ecosystem type Halophilous Mediterranean scarce shrublands
Management authority ~ Town of Marseille, and CEEP by delegation
Protection status Marine and land Park of Frioul

2-Ecological characteristics

The Frioul Archipelago encaasses four small islands located very close to Marseille city : Pomégues and
Ratonneau for the biggest ones, If and Tiboulen for the smallest. Strong salt water influence, harsh
mediterranean climate with a marked summer drought, thin and rare soil, ang history of human
occupation turned the ecosystems of these islands into very specialized plant and animal communities,
described as a variety of scarhalophilous and xeryceoushrublands (see photos, part 6). Number of
seabirds have settled on islasdThis type of ecosystem lays within a large mineral landscape made of
limestone of Urgonian type. Even if the species richness is not so high, some of the taxa are though rare,
endemic, ecologically specialized, or threatened and few are protected sjaliggn. As highly occupied

by humans, the islands are experiencing a great number of introduced species, some being invasive, as
well as the humasinduced overabundant yellovegged seagull which causes damage to the island
environment.

3-Excursion Aredistory /context

Being located few kilometers from Marseille city, islands were early inhabited for fisheries and mostly for
military and quarantine purposes. Few decades ago, came the impact of tourism with both yearly
residents and mass of seasonalteis. These people are having an impact on the land, but, as many have
boats, on the marine shore areas as well.

4-Points of interest and discussion during the excursion
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of the islands and their specificity
Spotting the historical buildings or the ties of former human impacts to explain some
species/ecosystems distribution
- Restoration issues to be debated
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5-References
Jerome Orgeas, excursion organizer and speaker
jerome.orgeas@unigezanne.fr / +33 625134140
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6-Photos of the area




